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Climate Change: The Great Challenge and COP 26
Hello! I'm Anne Grange and I'm the Climate Change Officer for
Walkley Labour. I'm a keen environmentalist and there are lots of
ways that people can get active for the environment, and there are
lots of opportunities to do that over this coming month. I'm also an
active member of Sheffield Greenpeace. If anyone would like to join
us, please follow this link:
https://greenwire.greenpeace.org.uk/s/group/0F94H000000CHglSA
G/sheffield-greenpeace or like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/sheffieldgreenpeace/

COP26 - You may have heard of the COP26 conference being held from the 31st October to
the 12th November in Glasgow. It is the United Nations Climate Change Conference of
Parties. The event starts with the World Leaders' Summit on the 1st-2nd November,
followed by the UN process, from the 3rd to the 12th November. The UK is hosting the
event, so this is a crucial opportunity for the UK government to encourage urgent global
action for the climate.

The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty on climate change, adopted by
196 countries at COP 21 in Paris, in December 2015, which entered into force on 4
November 2016. Its goal is to limit global warming to well below 2, preferably to 1.5
degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. Unfortunately, the governments which
signed the deal aren't delivering the necessary emissions cuts to limit global warming, and
change needs to happen fast. The world has the chance to get back on track at COP26, but
that means that global governments have to make some big commitments, and act urgently.

Many environmental groups are heading to Glasgow for the conference, to show their
support for urgent climate action. But you can play your part from Sheffield.

Walkley Litter Pick_ 24th October

Within Labour, I participated in the Labour for a Green New Deal meetings running up to
the local elections, and I really want to join forces with other people within Walkley Labour
who care for our planet. I wanted to do start with something practical.  Walkley Labour is
holding a litter pick at 10am on Sunday 24th October, starting at Bamforth Street tram stop.
Please also bring drinks and a snack so we can stop for a chat together and have your say on
climate change issues and local environmental issues.Litter grabbers and bags will be
provided, but please bring your own gloves and hand sanitiser. https://fb.me/e/1g1oeXvHz

I'm also involved with Walkley Wombles, who meet for a litter pick on Walkley Green,
opposite Asda on South Road at 11am on the first Sunday of every month.  The Walkley
Wombles Facebook Group . See over for more
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Sheffield Climate Activities

Saturday 6th November is the Global Day of Action for Climate Justice, and Sheffield is
part of it. Meet at 12pm on Devonshire Green. Everyone is welcome to take part and show
that you want the world's governments, and especially the UK government, to take urgent
action on climate change. I hope to see you there!
https://actionnetwork.org/event_campaigns/6-nov-global-day-of-action?nowrapper=true

Clang for the Climate: 30th October

As the world's leaders arrive in Britain on Saturday, 30th October, you are invited to Clang for
Climate. This is a bit like the clapping for carers that happened in 2020, but the aim is to grab
a pan to sound the alarm about climate breakdown. You might want to tell your neighbours
about it first, or maybe we could organise a group clang on Walkley Green!

Paul Blomfield: Big Conversation on Climate

I have discovered that both Sheffield Heeley MP Louise Haigh and Sheffield Hallam MP
Olivia Blake have recently held Big Green Conversation events, where local residents and
businesses were invited to share their views and priorities on climate change, as well as
making changes to their own lives that will help to address climate change, such as using
public transport or walking or cycling more often. Our Labour Central MP, Paul Blomfield, is
planning an Environment and climate emergency Big Conversation event with South
Yorkshire Climate Coalition, which is great news, but there is no date set for it yet. Please
register your interest for this and other Big Conversation events by following this link:
https://www.paulblomfield.co.uk/the-big-conversation-report-2020/the-big-conversation-
2021/

If you need to get in touch with me to discuss anything to do with climate change and
what Walkley residents can do about it, my email is anne.grange77@gmail.com

Sheffield Turns Out for Spanish
Climate Walkers

Spanish activists are walking from
Spain to COP26 in Glasgow and
stopped off in Sheffield overnight
Wednesday. On Thursday they were
given bananas and hearts with
messages. A great sendoff with
singing and the samba band from
trade unions and supporters.
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●Our goals for COP26

● The negotiations process

●What the UK is doing to
tackle climate change

In November, the UK, together with our partners Italy, will host an event many believe to be the world’s
best last chance to get runaway climate change under control.

COP26 is the 2021 United Nations climate change conference

For nearly three decades the UN has been bringing together almost every country on earth for global
climate summits – called COPs – which stands for ‘Conference of the Parties’. In that time climate change
has gone from being a fringe issue to a global priority.

This year will be the 26th annual summit – giving it the name COP26. With the UK as President, COP26
takes place in Glasgow.

In the run up to COP26 the UK is working with every nation to reach agreement on how to tackle climate
change. World leaders will arrive in Scotland, alongside tens of thousands of negotiators, government
representatives, businesses and citizens for twelve days of talks.

Not only is it a huge task but it is also not just yet another international summit. Most experts believe
COP26 has a unique urgency.

To understand why, it’s necessary to look back to another COP.

The importance of the Paris Agreement -COP21 took place in Paris in 2015.

For the first time ever, something momentous happened: every country agreed to work together to limit
global warming to well below 2 degrees and aim for 1.5 degrees, to adapt to the impacts of a changing
climate and to make money available to deliver on these aims.

The Paris Agreement was born. The commitment to aim for 1.5 degrees is important because every
fraction of a degree of warming will result in the loss of many more lives lost and livelihoods damaged.

Under the Paris Agreement, countries committed to bring forward national plans setting out how much
they would reduce their emissions – known as Nationally Determined Contributions, or ‘NDCs’.

They agreed that every five years they would come back with an updated plan that would reflect their
highest possible ambition at that time.

Glasgow is the moment for countries to update their plans

The run up to this year’s summit in Glasgow is the moment (delayed by a year due to the pandemic) when
countries update their plans for reducing emissions.

But that’s not all. The commitments laid out in Paris did not come close to limiting global warming to 1.5
degrees, and the window for achieving this is closing.

The decade out to 2030 will be crucial.

So as momentous as Paris was, countries must go much further than they did even at that historic summit
in order to keep the hope of holding temperature rises to 1.5 alive. COP26 needs to be decisive.

https://ukcop26.org/cop26-goals/
https://ukcop26.org/uk-presidency/negotiations/
https://ukcop26.org/uk-presidency/uk-climate-leadership/
https://ukcop26.org/uk-presidency/uk-climate-leadership/


Our aims

World leaders and experts will meet in Glasgow in November at the global climate talks,
COP26.

Global problems need global solutions. The decisions made at COP26 will shape how
governments respond (or not) to the climate crisis. They will decide who is to be sacrificed,
who will escape and who will make a profit.

So far, governments have done too little too late: colluding with corporations and hiding
behind green washed ‘solutions’ that actually don’t exist yet, that don’t address the scale of
the problem, and in many cases rely on more exploitation of people and the planet.Justice
won’t be handed to us by world leaders or delivered by corporations. Only we can imagine
and build the future that works for all of us. The transformative solutions that we need to
survive and build a more just and fair world can only be brought about through collective
action, solidarity and coordination, from our local communities and international levels.

We are bringing together movements from across the world to build power for system
change –  indigenous movements, frontline communities, trade unions, racial justice groups,
youth strikers, landworkers, peasants, NGOs, grassroots community campaigns, feminist
movements, faith groups – to name a few. Wherever you are in the world, now is the time to
join the fight for climate justice. We need all hands on deck: in workplaces, communities,
schools, hospitals and across national borders. We will be putting indigenous, frontline and
Global South communities front and centre. We need your help to amplify their voices and
demands.

6 November: Join us in actions across the world so that we can be loud and clear to the
world leaders discussing our future: we want climate justice now!

7-10 November: Join us for our People’s Summit for Climate Justice where the climate
justice movement will be coming together to discuss, learn and strategize for system change.
You can join in online from anywhere in the world, or in-person in Glasgow.

About COP26 Coalition

The COP26 Coalition is a UK-based civil society coalition of
groups and individuals mobilising around climate justice during
COP26. Coalition members include environment and development
NGOs, trade unions, grassroots community campaigns, faith groups,
youth groups, migrant and racial justice networks – to name a few.

Whilst COP 26  is a meeting of world leaders many feel that they are not moving far
enough or far enough to preserve the planet for our children. An alternative conference
of groups from civil society will be making their voices heard in Glasgow

https://cop26coalition.org/about/the-coalition/


There’s no choice between climate action and fairness —
they’re one and the same thing
There can be no more excuses from political leaders when it comes to tackling
the climate catastrophe, writes JEREMY CORBYN MP

AS THE Labour conference meets, and with Conservative Party conference the following
week, it is more urgent than ever that serious discussion and attention is devoted to the need
for radical action to tackle the deepening global climate catastrophe.

With the 2021 United Nations climate change conference (also known as Cop26) to be held
in Glasgow between October 31 and November 12, the eyes of the world will be on whether
an agreement can be reached by international governments on the scale and speed of co-
ordinated action that is needed to tackle climate change.

As UN secretary-general Antonio Guterres said this Tuesday, every day “we see the warning
signs in every continent and region — scorching temperatures, shocking biodiversity loss,
polluted air, water and natural spaces.”

This means that world leaders must now act together, or humanity is on track for a
“hellscape” of temperature rise that will bring “catastrophe.”

The recent report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change was a code red for
humanity, but Boris Johnson’s government and too many others around the world are still
unwilling to face up to the scale of the challenge we face, instead diverting vital resources to
nuclear weapons we can never use or refusing to stand up to the fossil fuel global
corporations.

A recent report from the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change outlines that
current nation state commitments for Cop26 will lead to a 16 per cent rise in emissions by
2030, when they actually need to fall by a minimum of 45 per cent.

To be clear, the only targets that count at the Cop discussions are those that are science-
based and can save our planet.

We have quite simply run out of time for presidents and prime ministers to be negotiating
over what is “possible,” “realistic,” “affordable” and all the other euphemisms for not doing
enough.

Too many governments are distracting from the urgency of the issue by talking about targets
for 2050 or 2060, when this will be too late.

The time then for excuses is over — so what action do we need?

In the wealthiest countries in the world, such as ours, that have primarily caused the climate
emergency, we need immediate investment, legislation, and innovation to start cutting
emissions at least 7 per cent next year and every year thereafter.

The government should immediately budget for a green new deal that can deliver this, at the
same time as creating good jobs and boosting living standards at this vital time for the
economy.



As part of this immediate action, investment in and from the public sector must lead climate
action.

As Labour’s last two manifestos and plans for a “Green Industrial Revolution” made clear,
the market has failed to do what is needed to tackle the climate emergency, and it will keep
on failing.

Ever since Margaret Thatcher came to power, neoliberal and Conservative economists have
told us that if everyone — meaning the wealthiest — is free to pursue their own material
self-interests then everyone will be better off.

Climate change demonstrates just how big a fraud that right-wing ideology is.

We’re in a climate emergency not because everyone has behaved irresponsibly, but because
a tiny minority have indulged in such huge levels of consumption and waste that it has tipped
the whole planet into a new geological age.

Political leaders have hidden for too long behind the fallacy that governments should only
intervene to “correct market failure” and that only the private sector can innovate.

By ignoring climate change and following the profit opportunities of fossil fuels, the whole
neoliberal economic model has led humanity to the brink of extinction.

In the wealthiest countries of the world, the first test of any government when it comes to
what they are doing in terms of climate action is how they are spending Covid stimulus and
recovery packages.

In many countries, levels of public investment in the economy are higher than they have ever
been outside of world wars, but too much of this spending goes straight into the pockets of
big private companies rather than being used to help people and planet.

If — instead of outsourcing and further enriching the billionaires — all stimulus and
recovery spending was focused on the rapid expansion of a truly green and caring economy,
we would have a serious chance of overcoming climate breakdown and tackling inequality.

But to date barely 10 per cent of stimulus globally is in any way green.

US President Joe Biden is trying to get through a multitrillion-dollar green infrastructure
package in the US, but the British government is bailing out companies without any strings
attached to ensure their future development is greener.

It is time, then, for a radical green new deal based on massive investment, with tackling
inequality and injustice at its heart, both here and around the world. Investing in global
healthcare must also be a crucial part of this.

Climate action can be key to making the more equal society we need. There’s no choice
between climate action and fairness — they’re one and the same thing.

We must use the upcoming Cop26 talks in Glasgow as an opportunity to make the case for
governments that are driven by the need to help people and planet, that set out the clear goals
for society to overcome the climate crisis, and create a better future, reshaping a new
economy and society.



COP26 Is Our Last Chance – We Can’t Let the Tories
‘Greenwash’ it
By Olivia Blake, MP for Sheffield Hallam

Last month, the COP26 President and Conservative cabinet minister Alok Sharma set out his four priorities
for this year’s United Nations Climate Summit.

Writing in the Guardian, Sharma spoke of the need to ‘take action today’, finishing with a rallying call to
turn ‘ambition into action’, because this is ‘our last chance – and we must take it.’

Sharma is right. According to the 2018 IPCC report on climate change, humanity has twelve years to take
action – this is our last decade to avert catastrophe, and since global CO2 emissions continue to rise, action
must begin at COP26.

As co-hosts, Britain could break up the decades of missed targets and get us back on track with net-zero
emissions, limiting the global rise in temperature to 1.5°C and curbing the worst effects of climate crisis.

But that’s about all Sharma got right. If the government’s track record on the climate are anything to go by,
there is a very dangerous possibility that this summit will be more of the same – half-hearted targets, broken
promises, undemocratic decision-making, and unjust outcomes.

It’s down to climate activists and the labour movement to ensure this isn’t the case. Historically, COP
conferences have provided a focal point for climate movements. COP26 must build on and go beyond this.

We live in a different world than that which existed during the last talks. Re-energised by the youth strikes
for climate, Extinction Rebellion, and the campaign for a socialist Green New Deal, our climate movement
is much stronger.

We’re also in the midst of another global crisis—the Covid-19 pandemic—which has demonstrated the
painful realities of government inaction to billions of people.

In this time of crisis, we can and must use COP26 as an opportunity to push for a transformative,
accountable, democratic and just response to the climate emergency.

As much as this summit is about setting decarbonisation targets and deciding how to finance the transition,
COP26 is also our opportunity to present a vision of a fair and just society after the pandemic.

As well as rapidly phasing out fossil fuels and massively investing in renewable energies to actually ‘build
back better’, we must break with the system that has wreaked havoc on people and the planet and build
anew.

In the same way, COP26 will also be the first major opportunity for world leaders—and the fossil fuel
companies who support them—to advocate a return to the old normal. Without strong opposition, we will
see that ‘build back better’ will only ever mean carrying on as before, and we must absolutely refuse this
reversion as a real solution.

We must also use this summit as an opportunity to call out government inaction and hypocrisy on a global
stage, ensuring that all decisions made and targets set are accountable to the people.



The countdown to Cop26: can world leaders
save the planet? - George Monbiot

Three weeks from today leaders will gather in
Glasgow for the Cop26 climate summit. But
will their individual pledges to reduce emissions
carry enough weight to avert the growing
threat of catastrophic global heating?

Next month, government officials from every country in the world will gather in Glasgow for
the Cop26 climate conference to agree not on how to avert global heating (it’s too late for that)
but to try to find ways to limit the damage that we’re living with, and that our children will live
with.

The conference, delayed by a year because of Covid, is the first chance since leaders met in
Paris in 2015 to hammer out an agreement on how their countries can limit emissions.

The Guardian’s George Monbiot is a veteran of climate conferences and tells Michael Safi that,
while his expectations are low, the only way the planet can avert catastrophe is to agree radical
and far-reaching changes to our way of life.

Following the failure to reach a meaningful deal at the Copenhagen conference in 2009,
Christiana Figueres was handed the job of executive secretary of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change and tasked with getting a deal in Paris. She tells
Michael that in order to get an agreement that everyone can sign off on, one must consider
every angle and go over every detail – right down to the size of the room and the shape of the
tables.

For people around the world who feel powerless in the face of governments who are too slow
to act, Monbiot has three words: “Mobilise, mobilise, mobilise.”

Listen to the Podcast

How to Change Everything :The Young Human's Guide to
Protecting the Planet and Each Other

By Naomi Klein Pre-order for 2022

Full of empowering stories of young leaders all over the world, this
information-packed book from award-winning journalist and one of
the foremost voices for climate justice, Naomi Klein, offers young
readers a comprehensive look at the state of the climate today and
how we got here, while also providing the tools they need to join this
fight to protect and reshape the planet they will inherit.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Change-Everything-Humans-Protecting/dp/1534474536/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=How+to+Change+Everything%3A+The+Young+Human%27s+Guide+to+Protecting+the+Planet+and+Each+Other&linkCode=gs3&qid=1634133630&qsid=257-0137572-4935933&sr=8-1&sres=1534474536%2C1945424257%2C063401319X%2C1783054166%2C1538115867%2C1847722520%2CB001TDKZQG%2C0367362740%2CB07CSJWXB4%2C0929262050%2C1593373244%2C0008234159%2CB09GRD9SM6%2C0141982543%2C3761818610%2C1423472640&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2021/oct/11/the-countdown-to-cop26-can-world-leaders-save-the-planet-podcast


What has climate change got to do
with trade unions?

Trade unions already have plenty on their plate,
with austerity, automation and low pay, and
then Brexit to worry about but climate change is
bigger than all these for a region.

Here in Yorkshire and the Humber region, the TUC is taking a proactive approach to tackling climate
change.

Our region has probably the highest concentration of the UK’s heavy industries and coal and gas power
stations in the UK. This includes major power plants like Drax, as well as steel, cement and chemical works,
glass manufacturers, and heavy energy users in brewing and food manufacture.

The regional TUC reckons that up to 28,000 people work in these major plants, and three or four times as
many in their supply chains. No UK region has a bigger carbon footprint than this, or a bigger question to
answer: How to protect and develop our foundation industries and deliver the jobs, skills and training for a
just transition to a low carbon economy?

Sometimes this comes very close to home, as with the floods which hit Leeds over Christmas 2015. One
particular story is still very fresh for those affected - an engineering company closed its plant on Kirkstall
Road in the aftermath, with the loss of around 100 well-paid, highly skilled jobs. It was a plant that had
provided several generations of employment and all the pride that came from making car parts that were
used in popular cars.

The workers put a plan forward to keep the jobs, but the company moved the production elsewhere. Union
officials on our Task Force are very clear this was due to climate change. They are desperate to make sure
that similar disasters don’t happen again – communities losing out through job losses, in which those most
affected have no say.

One thing is for sure – ‘business as usual’ is not a viable strategy, so a Just Transition will be central to
future economics. It’s about protecting employment and enhancing the skills of existing workers and the
generations to come to provide great jobs.

The recent United Nation’s report warned there is only a dozen years for global warming to be kept to a
maximum of 1.5C, beyond which even half a degree will significantly worsen the risks of drought, floods,
extreme heat and poverty for hundreds of millions of people. Urgent action is needed in all sectors of the
economy – in manufacturing, power supply, transport and energy savings.

There is every reason for trade unions to get involved.

 Jenny Patient is the Climate Change
Officer for the Yorkshire & Humber
TUC and is currently studying for a
Phd at Sheffield University and is part
of the Low Carbon Task Force



 Demand a just energy
transition for all!

Cerro de Pasco mine, Peru. A source of
transition materials used in "green" energy
technologies.

Take action today by emailing UK
COP president Alok Sharma to
demand a just energy transition.

https://secure.waronwant.org/page/91801/action/1?ea.tracking.
id=Email&utm_source=Email&utm_medium=WOW&utm_ca
mpaign=//024-Y21AQKicker&ea.url.id=5553119

Rising energy prices will leave millions in the UK worrying about heating their homes or putting food on
the table this winter. Our broken energy system, which puts corporate profit above the needs, health and
rights of people and the planet, has already left half the world's population trapped in poverty and denied
access to clean and affordable energy.

The UK government claims to be a climate leader with plans to mobilise huge investments in ‘clean energy.’
However, their dirty secret is that they are still backing new fossil fuel projects and their vision for the
transition to renewables is rooted in exploitation, extraction and injustice. Intensifying the unsustainable
mining of so-called transition metals and minerals, which are used to produce technologies like solar panels,
wind turbines and electric vehicle batteries, is devastating communities from Chile to China and causing
untold environmental destruction.

Communities are being driven from their homes, the farmlands which they rely on made barren, water
supplies made undrinkable, and the air made so polluted its unsafe to breathe. The pursuit of profit and the
blinkered approach to CO2 reductions ignore the child labour, unsafe working conditions, repression and
violence commonplace in securing ‘transition’ materials.

We need to send a clear message to the UK government. We can have a just energy transition, one that cuts
carbon pollution but also respects the rights of affected communities and workers; by making UK energy
corporations legally responsible for eliminating human rights abuses in their energy supply chains; by
setting legally binding targets on reducing resource use and ending the wasteful use of energy.

The global energy transition must not leave billions around the world locked into energy poverty. We need a
Global Green New Deal that sees energy as a public good, not a commodity for corporate profit, that is
shared equally to ensure everyone can live with dignity, heat their homes and feed their families whilst
protecting the planet.
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More news from Comrades in East Anglia








