Celebrating Tom Paine's Birthday

[image: image1.jpg]My country is the world,
and my religion is to do good.
- THOMAS PAINE





THE CONSTITUTION, DEVOLUTION AND THE GENERAL ELECTION
Thursday, 29 January 2015 
19.00 to 21.30 hours

Sharrow Community Forum, The Old Junior School, South View Road, Sheffield, S7.


The Sheffield School of Democratic Socialism is reviving a practice of 1820s British Radicals by holding a meeting in celebration of Tom Paine's [1737- 1809] birthday. Paine, the famous author of the Rights of Man [1791], Common Sense [1776], Age of Reason [1793-4], Agrarian Justice [1795], was a critic of the British Constitution ('Old Corruption'), a supporter of the American Declaration of Independence [1776] and a member of the French National Convention [ 1792]

At a time when Britain's place in Europe is in question, the Constitutional issue has been raised during the Scottish Referendum and various political moves to devolution within the United Kingdom have been made, there could be no more appropriate time to celebrate Paine's birthday through contemporary political discussion.

We are pleased to have the discussion opened by

Councillor Sir Stephen Houghton, CBE
Labour Leader, Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council; Sheffield City Region Local Enterprise Partnership and Sheffield City Region Combined Authority; Local Government Association Labour Innovation Task Force

It was reported in the Financial Times on 29 December 2014 that government ministers have sealed deals with Manchester and Sheffield promising to hand down greater powers over transport, housing and skills to their 'city regions'. 

But will this lead to greater economic dynamism in our region? 

How does the City Region LEP figure in this? 

Is the area of the Combined Authority large enough?

How does this relate to Labour's policy of a Constitutional Convention for deciding devolution questions?

Can what Westminster now grants be grabbed back later?

Is it possible for us to have an independent regional relationship with Brussels?

Please turn out and make your voice heard.  
